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November 13, 2016, 26th Sunday after Pentecost 

Click here to view readings. 

Focus: Jesus is our foundation in a tumultuous world. 

This past week has been an extraordinary one for our nation.  Many right now in this country are 

feeling joy and hope or at least the optimism that comes with a new start and new potential.  

Many the last 8 years or longer have felt alienated from their own country and that things are on 

profoundly the wrong track.  And many celebrate in the hope that President-Elect Trump will 

change things up and turn them around.   

For many others, they feel like the world is about to end—perhaps literally when you count the 

Chicago Cubs’ World Championship.  They can’t believe that the nation would make what in 

their minds is such an irresponsible choice.  And it seems that all that was built the last 8 years 

has come collapsing down.  There is profound disappointment and loss at a vision that is no 

longer a reality.  

Many supporters of Donald Trump would probably respond that they have felt that way for a 

long time.  If you look at where he surged, it’s around here and north: in the Midwest and the 

Rust Belt: where I and many of you are from.  In my lifetime, we have seen a steady decline of 

American manufacturing in these places whether that’s companies like GM in my birthplace of 

Detroit or Carrier closer to here in Indianapolis.  The days are gone when America was the best 

at making everything.  When you add in the real struggles of small farmers, all across the middle 

of the country, a vision of the American Dream and prosperity has collapsed for so many.   

These are tumultuous times.  We are deeply divided.  In so many ways, the main thing that unites 

us is that so many people’s hopes and dreams have collapsed.  It seems to many like the very 

foundation of what it means to be an American, whether you’re on the left or the right or the 

middle, has been taken out from underneath you.  As Christians, we pray for our country.  We 

pray for our President-Elect Donald Trump and for our leaders.  And we also look for a word of 

hope. 

I believe the Good News of Jesus Christ has a word of hope for us even and especially in such 

tumultuous times.  I believe the Good News speaks to us in times when the world feels like it is 

ending.  It speaks to us in times when it feels like the foundation of our hopes has been yanked 

out from underneath us.   

That is our message from the Gospel of Luke today.  Earthquakes.  Famines.  Insurrections.  

Wars.  Plagues.  This sounds to many like a description of the End Times.  How many books, 

movies, and preachers have zeroed in on passages like this. Exploiting people’s legitimate fears 

when tumultuous times come.   

But I think that’s a misreading of this text.  You see, I think the main focus of this text is not the 

End Times, but the tumultuous times that Jesus knew the people would face: in particular the 

destruction of the Temple.   

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=289#hebrew_oth_reading
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I’ve talked before about the Temple.  It was the religious center of the country.  It was where all 

the proper priests lived and worshiped.  It was the only place one could make a sacrifice.  

Because of this, it was the economic center as well.  Taxes and tithes of money and harvest went 

to the Temple.  Meat was sold there, as were grains and other agricultural produce brought in.  

One of the Temple’s jobs was to redistribute this to the poor.  As we’ve seen in the Gospels 

things were often bought and sold.  Currency was exchanged.  Court cases were tried at the 

Temple.  And because of all this, the powerful and elite also met there.  It was the religious, 

political, social, and economic center of everything it meant to live in first century Palestine.  

The Temple was a symbol for the people: a symbol of national pride and a symbol of God’s 

unique dwelling place on earth.  The people in today’s story fawning over the Temple aren’t 

really gaga over the beautiful architecture; they’re talking about their hopes and dreams for their 

country and their God. 

And Jesus tells them it will all come collapsing down.  “No stone will be left unturned.”  There 

will be no glimmer of hope for the vision of the Temple.  And only about 40 years after Jesus’ 

death, we know that this is exactly what happens.  The Romans devastate Jerusalem and destroy 

the Temple.  

You see, the people in the time of Jesus also lived through tumultuous times. Many then thought 

they were living in the End Times.  But after Jesus talks about famines, earthquakes, wars, 

plagues, even signs from heaven, notice what he says?  “The end will not follow immediately.” 

I would say that the end is not now either.  I don’t just mean that the world’s literally not going 

to end.  But I mean that for all those people of all political, economic, or social stripes who have 

had a vision for your country or the world or your lives collapse at some point, the end isn’t here.  

The end may be here for that particular vision.   

But it’s not the End.  Because ultimately, those things aren’t our foundation as people of God.  

When we see things collapse, whether it’s the Temple or political candidates or a even a national 

dream or way of life, all that is revealed is what we’ve been building on, what we’ve put our 

hopes in.  And those may be very good things—like the Temple was.  But they aren’t our 

foundation.  We can’t trust in them when the famines, earthquakes, wars, and tumultuous times 

come. 

Our foundation as people of God is Jesus Christ.  And that is a good and trustworthy thing.  

Because our foundation is Jesus Christ, we can trust when the tumultuous times come.  His 

foundation is sturdy and has been tested.   

The foundation of Jesus Christ didn’t collapse with the crucifixion.  It hasn’t collapsed in the last 

2000 years of human history despite all the tumultuous times of upheaval that the world and the 

Church have seen.  The foundation of Jesus Christ hasn’t collapsed despite ebbs and flows in the 

Church’s life: times of prosperity and growth and times of conflict and loss.  And the foundation 

of Jesus Christ in our time remains unshaken. 

The amazing thing about the foundation of Jesus is that it unites us.  We have seen in our country 

over and over again how building foundations on politics or race or class divides us.  But 
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because our foundation is Jesus Christ, we trust in the one who so loved the world, who died for 

the world, and who promises to redeem the world.  Even a divided world in tumult.   

Jesus picks up the pieces of collapsed foundations in our lives and builds us into his living 

Temple: his living Temple where he feeds us and nourishes us with his body and blood, where he 

comforts and consoles us, preaches to us the Good News.  Where we all belong to his kingdom.   

We do live in tumultuous times.  We live in times like the ones that Jesus describes.  But his 

message remains.  The end will not come immediately, and until then, with Christ as our 

foundation, we are called to do some work as fellow-builders.   

What does building look like for us as Christians?  Jesus says in our story, “This will give you an 

opportunity to testify.”  When we see natural disasters, we testify.  We testify when we see 

Hurricane Matthew affecting people in Haiti and in our own coastal regions, and we join in 

Lutheran Disaster Response to rebuild collapsed foundations of homes and lives.  We testify 

when we see famine in our community.  We provide Thanksgiving bags at our food pantry and 

we listen to the people and their stories as they come in: stories of hopes and dreams and 

disappointments and hardship, too.  We testify when we see kingdom against kingdom and 

political party against political party and neighbor against neighbor… and we offer a different 

foundation.   

A foundation who is Jesus Christ: where our values are built from that foundation: love, peace, 

gentleness, self-control, justice, mercy, and forgiveness.  The Gospel confronts us: Are we living 

those values?  Are we living lives that reflect values of love and justice for all?  Are we praying 

for those values?  And voting for them?  And working for them?  What or who is the foundation 

of our lives? 

If we answer Jesus Christ, we the Church have work to do.  Especially at this time, I believe we 

are called to reconciliation.  In our Gospel text next week, we will hear Jesus pray from the cross 

for people who crucify him and mock him, “Father, forgive them for they know not what they 

do.”  That is our foundation.  That in the most tumultuous times, even the time of the cross, we 

are always seeking to reach out, to forgive, to invite others with us to the promised Paradise.   

What I want to say today is that I believe that in these tumultuous times, we have a special 

opportunity to testify to that foundation of Christ’s reconciliation:  Precisely because it’s so 

different from the foundation the rest of the world seems to be built on.  Reconciliation is real 

Good News for people now.  It’s Good News that speaks to people now who feel separated and 

alienated and divided from each other and from their hopes and dreams.  When sharp 

disagreements come, as they will, it boldly speaks the truth in love and invites all to a still more 

excellent way.  The Good News of Jesus Christ gives a foundation for real hope for the future 

when all will be in Christ and where his rule prevails.     

Because Jesus our Foundation is also Jesus our End.  Through all the twists and turns, we can 

trust that all of history points toward him.  And out of the rubble of every collapsed hope, he 

builds the one true hope.  Of abundant life, of reconciliation, of the kingdom of God.  The hope 

of Jesus Christ crucified and raised up for the sake of the world and for all of us.  Amen. 


